
1

Plan Review Checklist On­Line Submission  
1 & 2 Family Residential
9th edition, Massachusetts State Building Code & ISPSC Code  
Residential Swimming Pools   

Site Information:
            o     Lot Area

o     Frontage
o     Zoning Overlay District
o    Flood Zone Deignations

 
 

 Pool Information:

 Pool Structure Setbacks:

Mechancal Review:

            o     Water Supply
o     Sewage Disposal system
o     Zoning District
o    Flood Zone Information
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Property Address:____________________________________  
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Review by:__________________________________________  
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Review Date Started:_______________ Completed Review Date________________ 
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E-Mail Address 
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Phone Number 
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_______________________________________________
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Approved as submitted  
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Approved as noted  
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Resubmit with requested information  for approval  
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Permit Application Denied


BergerR
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o   Width 
o   Length
o   Shape 


BergerR
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o   Volume 
o   Type of Pool
o   Swimming Area 
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o   Source of Water 
o   Maximum Pool Capacity
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o   Required Front Yard Setbacks 
o   Required Right Side Yard Setbacks
o   Required Left Side Yard Setbacks 
o   Required Rear Yard Setbacks
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o   Provided Front Yard Setbacks 
o   Provided Right Side Yard Setbacks
o   Provided Left Side Yard Setbacks 
o   Provided Rear Yard Setbacks
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o   Total Filter Area  
o   Turnover Rate in hrs
o   Cover Provided



BergerR
Text Box
o   Circulation Rate g.m.p, 
o   Heater Provided
o   Number of Skimmers 
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Construction Documents 
             In-Ground Pools: statement pool design conforms to current State Building Code & current I SPSC, must be stamped    
             by a Professional Registered Engineer in the Commonwealth Of Massachusetts. 

             On-Ground pools: must be UL approved, or other recognized third party. 


             If Applicable completed construction control form as per CMR 780 section 107.2
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The following symbols indicate in this plan review items have been satisfied for the purpose of plan review.  

If section states "complete" that indicates that section is satisfied move to next section.
  
If unchecked that item needs to be addressed. 
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303.1.3 Covers. Outdoor heated pools and outdoor 
permanent spas shall be provided with a 
vapor-retardant cover or other approved 
vapor-retardant means in accordance with 
Section 104.11.
Exception: Where more than 70 percent 
of the energy for heating, computed over 
an operating season, is from a heat pump 
or solar energy source, covers or other 
vapor-retardant means shall not 
be required.
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4. Plot Plan §R107.2 (separate from building plans) required for additions and accessory
buildings and in­ground pools some on­ground pools to include;

o This plan shall be prepared by an Engineer or Registered Land Surveyor in accordance with the
Massachusetts Registration Laws, and submitted to the Inspector of Buildings prior to framing

o Location of existing and proposed construction with dimensioned setbacks
o Location of lot lines, dimensions of lot & frontage
o Property address: map & lot number, zoning district & overlays (if in Water Supply Protection Overlay 
      District MUST include calculation on impervious conditions as per ZBL 7.5.E) 
o    Statement that the lot and proposed building shown on this plan is located on the ground as shown 
      and does, does not conform to the present zoning bylaws.   
o Statement that existing condition does / does not lie within a Flood Hazard Zone as shown on

the F.E.M.A map of the Town of Grafton
o Septic System location with reserve area
o Well location if applicable
o Wetland delineation if applicable
o North Arrow
o Drawing scale
o Date of Document
o Location & dimensions of public easements, public utility easements,

railroad right-of-ways, and established zoning setback requirements.
o Location & dimensions of primary & accessory buildings & structure also street access drives

and walks or other conditions rendering the land surface impervious
Grading plan must include the existing grading of the lot (direction of water flow) and proposed grading 
after completion   

o     §R403.1.7.2 Foundation Clearance from Slopes
o     New detached one­ and two­family dwellings, and multiple single­family dwellings (townhouses)
       with not less than 600 ft2 (55.74 m2) of roof area oriented between 110° and 270° of true north 
       must be labeled on plot plan as solar ready zone.   
  

                 The Plan Submitted to Have
                Original Seal (wet seal)
                Original signature 
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Required Information to be present on Certified Plot Plan 
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*May be required for on-ground pools, please check with the Building Inspector
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8.  Barrier Requirements Section 305 ISPSC
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Barrier height and clearances 305.2.1
1. The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade where measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from the pool or spa. Such height shall exist around the entire perimeter of the barrier and for a distance of 3 feet (914 mm) measured horizontally from the outside of the required barrier.

2. The vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 2 inches (51 mm) for grade surfaces that are not solid, such as grass or gravel, where measured on the side of the barrier that faces
away from the pool or spa.

3. The vertical clearance between a surface below the barrier to a solid surface, such as concrete, and the bottom of the required barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm) where measured on the side of the required barrier that faces away from the pool or spa.

4. Where the top of the pool or spa structure is above grade, the barrier shall be installed on grade or shall be
mounted on top of the pool or spa structure. Where the barrier is mounted on the top of the pool or spa, the vertical clearance between the top of the pool or spa and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm).
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305.3 Gates. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Sections 305.3.1 through 305.3.3 and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from the pool or spa, shall be self-closing and shall have a self-latching device.

305.3.3 Latches. Where the release mechanism of the self latching device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from grade, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool or spa side of the gate not less than 3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, and the gate and barrier shall not have openings greater than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism.

305.4 Structure wall as a barrier. Where a wall of a dwelling or structure serves as part of the barrier and where doors or windows provide direct access to the pool or spa through that wall, one of the following shall be required:
1. Operable windows having a sill height of less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above the indoor finished floor and
doors shall have an alarm that produces an audible warning when the window, door or their screens are
opened. The alarm shall be listed and labeled as a water hazard entrance alarm in accordance with UL 2017. In
dwellings or structures not required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the operable parts
of the alarm deactivation switches shall be located 54 inches (1372 mm) or more above the finished floor. In
dwellings or structures required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the operable parts of the
alarm deactivation switches shall be located not greater than 54 inches (1372 mm) and not less than 48 inches
(1219 mm) above the finished floor.

2. A safety cover that is listed and labeled in accordance with ASTM F1346 is installed for the pools and spas.

3. An approved means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, is provided. Such
means of protection shall provide a degree of protection that is not less than the protection afforded by Item 1 or 2.



810.1 Turnover rate. The circulation system equipment shall be sized to provide a turnover of the pool water not less than once every 12 hours. The system shall be designed to provide the required turnover rate based on the manufacturer’s specified maximum flow rate of the filter, with a clean media condition of the filter.
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IRC 2015 R403.1.7 Footings on or adjacent to slopes. The placement of buildings and structures on or adjacent to slopes steeper than one unit vertical in three units horizontal (33.3-percent slope) shall conform to Sections R403.1.7.1 through R403.1.7.4.

R403.1.7.1 Building clearances from ascending slopes. In general, buildings below slopes shall be set a
sufficient distance from the slope to provide protection from slope drainage, erosion and shallow failures.
Except as provided in Section R403.1.7.4 and Figure R403.1.7.1, the following criteria will be assumed to
provide this protection. Where the existing slope is steeper than one unit vertical in one unit horizontal (100-
percent slope), the toe of the slope shall be assumed to be at the intersection of a horizontal plane drawn from the
top of the foundation and a plane drawn tangent to the slope at an angle of 45 degrees (0.79 rad) to the horizontal.
Where a retaining wall is constructed at the toe of the slope, the height of the slope shall be measured from the
top of the wall to the top of the slope.

R403.1.7.2 Footing setback from descending slope surfaces. Footings on or adjacent to slope surfaces shall
be founded in material with an embedment and setback from the slope surface sufficient to provide vertical and
lateral support for the footing without detrimental settlement. Except as provided for in Section R403.1.7.4
and Figure R403.1.7.1, the following setback is deemed adequate to meet the criteria. Where the slope is steeper
than one unit vertical in one unit horizontal (100-percent slope), the required setback shall be measured from
an imaginary plane 45 degrees (0.79 rad) to the horizontal, projected upward from the toe of the slope.

R403.1.7.3 Foundation elevation. On graded sites, the top of any exterior foundation shall extend above the
elevation of the street gutter at point of discharge or the inlet of an approved drainage device a minimum of 12
inches (305 mm) plus 2 percent. Alternate elevations are permitted subject to the approval of the building
official, provided it can be demonstrated that required drainage to the point of discharge and away from the
structure is provided at all locations on the site.

R403.1.7.4 Alternate setbacks and clearances. Alternate setbacks and clearances are permitted, subject to
the approval of the building official. The building official is permitted to require an investigation and recommendation of a qualified engineer to demonstrate that the intent of this section has been satisfied. Such an
investigation shall include consideration of material, height of slope, slope gradient, load intensity and erosion
characteristics of slope material.



IRC R404.1.1 Design required. Concrete or masonry foundation walls shall be designed in accordance with accepted engineering practice where either of the following conditions exists:

1. Walls are subject to hydrostatic pressure from ground water.

2. Walls supporting more than 48 inches (1219 mm) of unbalanced backfill that do not have permanent lateral
support at the top or bottom.
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10. Footing on or Adjacent to Slopes
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11. Retaining Walls 
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Any person who is aggrieved by an interpretation, order, requirement, direction or failure to act by any state or local agency or official charged with the administration or enforcement of the State Building Code (780 CMR) or any of its rules and regulations, may file an appeal with the Building Code Appeals Board as prescribed in  M.G.L. c. 143, §100.
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Grafton Zoning By-Law Section 1.3.6.2 Any person aggrieved by reason of his inability to obtain a permit or enforcement action from the Inspector of Buildings or other administrative officer under the provisions of this By-Law, or any person including an officer or board of the Town, aggrieved by an order of decision of the Inspector of Buildings, or other administrative officer, in violation of the provisions of Chapter 40A of the General Laws or any provision of this By-Law, may file an appeal in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40A of the General Laws
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  CHECKLIST FOR APPLICATION
 

1. o     Owner's Authorization Form Completed  
2. o  Signed contract between homeowner and the registered home improvement contractor subject to MGL c 142
3. o  In lieu of submitting a signed contract as the owner of record, the owner shall submit
Signed Affidavit for Home Improvement Contractor Required Contract Terms
 
4. o  Set of plans for in-ground pool & on-ground pool
 
  
 
5. o  Site Plan prepared by Engineer or Registered Land Surveyor showing location of buildings or structure to lot
          lines also proposed location of new structures as per 780  CMR 110.10
6. o Sewer Department Approval or Approved Septic Plan
 
  
 

 

 

 
 6. o Copies of Variances or Special Permits Granted by The Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals or
            any other Town Boards 
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7. o  Worker’s Compensation Certificate
 
8. o  Insurance Binder from Insurance Company made out to the Town of Grafton   
 
9. o  Homeowner License Exemption (If applicable)
 
10.  o  Copy of Construction Supervisor License
                   Type Description
o  U Unrestricted (up to 35,000 Cu. Ft.)
o  R Restricted 1&2 Family Dwelling
o  M Masonry Only
o  RC Residential Roofing Covering
o  WS Residential Window and Siding
o  SF Residential Solid Fuel Burning Appliance Installation
o  D Residential Demolition
 
11.  o  Copy of Home Improvement Registration  (If applicable)
  
12.  o  Statement for disposal of debris   (If applicable)
 

 

 
13.o   Copies of Construction Control Forms (If applicable)
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Building Notes: 
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