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Abstract

In accordance with 780 CMR, Massachusetts State Building Code, 9th Edition, the
installation, alteration or demolition of a fire protection system requires the appropriate
permit before any work can begin. The term fire protection includes more than just waterbased suppression systems; it includes extinguishing systems, fire alarm systems, smoke
control systems, etc. Massachusetts enforces a tiered submittal process for fire alarm and
fire protection systems which include:
i. Tier I – Construction Documents
ii. Tier II – Shop Drawings
iii. Tier III – As-Builts
The intent of this presentation is to discuss the submittal process and shed some light on a
few of the key components deserving of additional attention when reviewing the submittal
documents. Where a system design is beyond the expertise of the AHJ, an independent
third party with expertise in the matter may be asked to perform the review. The AHJ is
granted the authority to request this type of review via combination of 780 CMR and 527
CMR 1.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive Fire Safety Code.
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